Abstract. This paper intends to probe into what kind of education can be counted as a good preschool education, what preschool music education is and the current status of college preschool education from the perspective of general knowledge in relation to education, concretely focuses on such questions as why we teach, what to teach and how to evaluate. Firstly, it is to know the purpose of preschool education and what kind of preschool education can be counted as a high quality one. Secondly, it discusses what to teach and how to evaluate preschool teaching. In the context of preschool education, it discusses the importance of preschool education, and the current status of Chinese preschool education policies and college preschool music course teaching. Lastly, this paper discusses the teaching status of global preschool music education, and compares it with the overall teaching situation and status of China preschool education.
environment through inspiring them, actively construct their knowledge base and enhance their cognitive development.
What to teach? We need to think over what kind of knowledge tends to be of greatest value to preschool education. Zhang pointed out educators shall be aware what knowledge they transfer to children should not only meet their actual needs, but also benefit their development in the long run [3] . For example: in practice, what kind of general knowledge of science, music and fine art education meet their actual needs and benefit their lifelong study? Therefore, suppose we cannot answer it, we cannot possibly say what we are educating is for the footwork of developing a new generation, let alone for their lifelong study.
How to evaluate? What kind of education can be counted as good preschool education? Xiao pointed out education assessment shall focus on inward feeling of educatees, and treat it as the basis for distinguishing good education from bad one [4] . In other words, children would love study more and more, or increasingly get tired of study? Increasingly enhance the ability of independent learning, or become more and more dependent on teachers but lazy in thinking? Realize self-esteem, confidence and mutual respect when acquire with knowledge, or become more and more self-abasement, pessimistic and self-centered? Increasingly love life and have compassion and responsibility for the society, or become more and more pessimistic, coward and indifferent? These should be extremely important criteria for measuring the success of education.
What Can Be Counted as Chinese Preschool Music Education?
Preschool music education is arousing broad focus and attention in China. Lee indicted that music is a substantial aspect of early childhood education [5] . Hae and Kemple summarized the key features of and discussed the importance of preschool music education. They indicated that music is an active tool and plays an important and positive role in children's development and learning in many ways [6] . Lamont noted that music is an important part of children's lives as they are surrounded by music during virtually all of their waking hours through toys, television, radio, computer games and smart phones [7] . Pramling and Garvis went so far as to assert that music lies at the heart of preschool education [8] .
Therefore, music is kindergarten education an indispensable element, it can mold the character and emotion, Music education for young children is very important. Kindergarten launched music education activities aimed at the initial germination child feelings, express the fun. Music education activities, to let children understand music, let them hear, say, mobile-to-mobile, through their hearing and body movements to feel music, which took them into the beautiful world of music.
Chinese Preschool Education Policies and College Preschool Music Courses

Relevant Policies Regarding Preschool Education in China
The Guidance of Learning and Development for 3-6 Years Old Children (2012) pointed out preschool education is the elementary stage of China school education and lifelong education, which aims to lay a good foundation for children's lifelong development [3] . Therefore many education policies are oriented at in-service preschool teachers and pre-service preschool teachers for a better focus on children's development. However, there are few policies and requirements regarding preschool education.
In September of 1995, The Education Law of the People's Republic of China set forth the requirement that preschool and associated educational institutions should have qualified teachers (Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China [MEPR], 1995) [9] . Teaching Guideline for Preschool Education, issued by the MEPR in July, 2001, emphasized that universities and colleges which offer majors in preschool education should reform their current preschool education curricula and teacher training methods (The Central People's Government of the People's Republic of China, 2001) [10] . Similarly, in The National Medium and Long-term Program for Education Reform and Development (2010-2020) , issued in July, 2010, the MEPR paid a great deal of attention to the training of preschool teachers in higher education and various requirements for the improvement of the overall quality of preschool teachers (Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China, 2010) [11] . This outline pointed out that the state should make its responsibility in this matter clear, that is, to execute the standards of preschool teachers' qualification strictly, strengthen the training of preschool teachers and improve the overall quality of preschool teachers. It also stressed that the improvement of the quality of these teachers is a core task relative to the development of higher education in China. Hence, the state should make determined efforts to train high quality and outstanding creative talents with persistent beliefs, good moral character and rich knowledge, in order to promote the scientific development of true careerism in preschool education. In The Opinions expressed by the State Council on the current Development of Preschool Education, issued in November, 2010, it is clearly emphasized that preschool teachers should have excellent professional skills, the training system of preschool teachers should be improved, and the major of preschool education in normal universities should be taken seriously and carefully managed (The Central People's Government of the People's Republic of China, 2010) [12] . The MEPR stressed the significance of preschool teacher training in colleges and universities, but, oddly, there is no body of specific documentation designed to guide and strengthens the training of preschool education in colleges and universities.
What is more important is that in The Professional Standards of Kindergarten Teachers (Trail), issued in 2012, there are 62 standards related to preschool teachers, however, only one of them deals with the arts [13] . It states that preschool teachers should have certain knowledge of art appreciation and performance (Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China, 2012). In practical terms, this means that preschool teachers must have knowledge of art appreciation and performance, but the government documents do not specify what skills are needed to accomplish this in relation to the instructional activities of preschool teachers.
College Preschool Music Courses in China
Likewise, preschool music education also makes up an extremely low proportion. It proves that Chinese college preschool education music courses are the same with Chinese preschool education in preschool in terms of policies. As a result, these two are highly kept in alignment.
According to the music curriculum in Department of Preschool Education, College of Preschool Education and Special Education, three courses (Music, Musical Instrumental Playing Method and Basic Course in Playing and Singing) are offered over a period of two and a half years to three years and represent between 162 hours (5 credits) and less than 216 hours (8 credits) of music training. They account for 8 credits of the total 74 specialized course credits, or 10.8% of the total credit count. That includes 72 hours and 2 credits of specialized compulsory courses; 72 hours and 2 credits of musical instrumental playing method; and 18 hours and 1 credit of basic course in playing and singing.
Characteristics for Western College Preschool Music Education Course
Although Ho considered that "curriculum is often an important means to instill in students certain values (real and perceived) that are acceptable to society and the state authority" (p.195), some researchers have observed that pre-service music education curriculum for preschool teachers has been decreased in content, deemphasized and marginalized in recent years [14] . Ehrlin & Wallerstedt [15] , Hill [16] and Raver and Zigler [17] indicated that educational policy throughout the world gradually shifted emphasis toward academic achievement in what were seen as "core" subjects, such as mathematics, science and language due to social and political pressure. We can find that the requirement of The Professional Standards of Kindergarten Teachers (Trial) issued by MEPR in 2012 are consistent with this shift in global educational policy.
In addition, global college preschool music education course also share this kind of problem. College music course also takes a limited proportion. Zalar and Lozančić investigated the early childhood and preschool education undergraduate and graduate program at the faculty of teacher education University of Zagreb [17] . This researcher listed generic and specific competences for bachelor and master students in early childhood and preschool education. There is only one pertaining to music competence at the undergraduate level, namely, possessing the capacity for using various forms of artistic expression. There is no requirement relevant to music ability whatsoever at graduate level. Zalar and Lozančić reviewed the three-year curriculum of undergraduate early childhood and preschool education which includes 15 credits of music training. This accounts for 8.3% of the total 180 undergraduate program credits [18] . There are 3 credits of music instruction required for the first semester. Then there are 4 credits of learning the playing of instruments (guitar/ piano/ accordion) required for the second and third semesters and 2 credits of learning instrumental accompaniments and singing (guitar/ piano/ accordion) required for the third and fourth semesters. Finally, there are 6 credits of learning music teaching methodology required for the fifth and sixth semesters. It is worth mentioning that there are no relevant preschool music education courses at all under the early childhood and preschool education graduate program. This seems to indicate that music education accounts for very little of the overall preschool teacher education program.
However, interestingly western preschool education stresses academic achievement (including mathematics, science and language), which echoes with the examination-oriented education that prevalent in China for a long time. Currently China is trying hard to relieving the pressure on children imposed by the examination-oriented education for a long time, while it seems that western preschool education is repeating the same problem.
In this concern, under the context of contradictory preschool education forms, only through an effective college preschool music teaching could cultivate pre-service preschool teachers with well-established music skills. Only these pre-service preschool teachers know what can be counted as good preschool education could educate and cultivate the cognitive development of children's and personal interests.
Summary
Every educator should reflect from time to time on what kind of person should be cultivated through the education system. In accordance with education policies of Chinese preschool education, it is necessary to cultivate children's initiative on constructing knowledge base, enhance their cognitive development and learning interests, and stresses their physical and mental development in a harmonious and healthy way, rather than merely orient at knowledge cramming and skills training. With regards to preschool music education, the knowledge we transfer should meet their actual needs and benefit their long-term development and lifelong study. More importantly, we should focus on their inward feeling and treat it as the basis for distinguishing good education from bad one. For example, if children love music more and more after the music study, or become more fed up with music. In addition, western preschool music education is the same with Chinese preschool music education in terms of course modules and education situation, which stresses more on academic achievement while reducing college teaching contents and time for preschool music education. It is more like a challenge to music teachers. Only with a right understanding of preschool education and music education could they do a better job in basic education and shoulder the responsibility accordingly.
